
Swanson Elementary PTO Meeting Minutes - January 16, 2018 
 

Meeting called to order at 6:33 pm by Holli Lenell.  In attendance were Sarah Rykwalder, Kori 
Hartman, Jen Beug, Angela Sidebottom, Shelly Budde, Katie Soyka, Christen Harwood, Jenny 
Strader, Sara Gauntt, Nadia Ahsan and Holli Lenell. 
 

Review and approval of minutes from October 10, 2017.  Motion accepted by Shelly Budde and a 
second motion came from Katie Soyka. 
 

 
Principal’s Report - Kori Hartman 

Kindergarten Information Night: Next Tuesday, January 23.  They are expecting a big incoming 
kindergarten class.   
 

Winter Assessments: There are 3 MAP testing windows - September, January and the end of the 
year.  Students are currently taking the winter MAP tests.  February 16th is a day off for students, but 
teachers are using that as a data day to analyze data and decide on future instruction.  Additionally, 
the school board will be voting soon on a proposal to add two assessment days to add to the 
beginning of the school year.  These would be used for teachers to administer important reading 
assessments before school begins.  Students would be encouraged to come to school for the 
assessments but would not have to attend. 
 

All School Read: Ms. Hartman thanked the PTO for purchasing the books for the All School Read of 
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.  The Reading Specialist team chose the book.   
  

 
President’s Report - Holli Lenell 
Swing Installation (Christen Harwood): Swings have been purchased from FunRun and other 
fundraising money.  Once the ground thaws they will be installed on the upper side by the newer 
structure.  There will be 7 belt swings, and one accessible swing.  
  
Nomination for Director of Special Events: Christen Harwood was nominated and was unanimously 
voted for the position. 
 

FunRun: Holli is looking into other options for next year’s FunRun.  Boosterthon has been great to 
work with but they do take a percentage of our profits.  She has been talking to some other PTO 
presidents to see what they do at their schools.  We could try to do a FunRun on our own but we 
would need a significant increase in the amount of volunteers to put on the event.  We would like to 
send out a fundraising calendar for 2018-2019 so that parents can see when the fundraisers are 
going to be and where the money is going.   
  

 
Treasurer’s Report - Sarah Rykwalder 

Sarah is continuing to work on reimbursing teachers for up to $90 in classroom expenses from the 
FunRun incentive. 
  

 
Director of Special Events 

Blizzard Ball: Jen Beug reported that the Blizzard Ball is on February 9th from 6-8.  Registration went 
out on Monday.  There will be a DJ, face painters, bingo, coffee bar for parents, raffle baskets, and 
the Poms will perform.  A lot of volunteers are needed for this event.  There is a signupgenius for 
parents to volunteer.   



 

Fifth Grade Recognition: Since they cannot sell ice cream at school anymore, they are looking at 
other ways to fundraise.  They are going to begin selling cans of water at lunch.  They will be $1.  
Fifty cents will go to the school and fifty cents will go to Canned Water For Kids - an organization that 
helps get clean water to kids in need.  Fifth Grade Recognition will again be hosting Family Splash 
Night at Country Springs on Thursday, March 8th from 3:30-8:00. 
  

 
Director of Fundraising - Angela Sidebottom 

Restaurant Nights: There will be a restaurant night at Buffalo Wild Wings on January 24th.  There will 
also be two in February - Blaze pizza and Jason’s Deli, dates TBD.  Holli suggested that we 
designate where the funds will go to get more people to participate.  One suggestion was for next 
year to have fewer restaurant nights but have each one support one of the “specials” - library, music, 
art and PE.  Another suggestion was to not have any restaurant nights in the fall next year, since 
there are already a lot of fundraising at that time of year. 
 

Box Tops: We received a check for almost $900.  The next big submission deadline is March.  The 
winning classes will get a pizza or ice cream party. 
  

 
Director of Hospitality - Cody Trinko & Shelly Budde 

Teacher Appreciation week will be in May.  They are working on catered food options and donations 
for the teachers.  Some expressed concern over Muffins with Mom being the same week as Teacher 
Appreciation.  Shelly will look into whether we can move the date for Muffins to either the week before 
or the week after. 
  

 
Director of Programming - Katie Soyka 

Indian dancers from Aarabhi Indian Dance School will perform on March 14th.  There will be two 
performances, starting at 1:00. 
  

 
New Business 

Nadia Ahsan questioned whether there could be more vegetarian options offered at lunch.  Ms. 
Hartman will get her Cheryl Piel’s contact info so she can share her concerns. 
  

 
Adjournment 
Shelly Budde motioned to adjourn at 8:16 pm and a second motion came from Katie Soyka. 
 

 
Next Meeting is Tuesday, March 13th at 6:30pm.  
 


