
 
Dear Parents/Guardians:  

 

The School District of Elmbrook recently administered the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) to our third and seventh grade 

students. The CogAT is a universal screener that measures learned reasoning and problem-solving skills in verbal, 

quantitative, and nonverbal areas. Reasoning skills develop throughout a person's lifetime, at different rates for different 

individuals, and are one factor that influence academic success. Your child’s scores, included in this letter, show how your 

child performed in comparison to other children throughout the nation who are the same age.  

 

Interpreting Your Child’s Scores  

Standard Age Score (SAS) 

The standard age score has a mean of 100 and a standard deviation of 16. It allows educators to compare the rate and 

level of cognitive development to other same aged students. For example, students with an SAS of 100 have a rate and 

level of development that is typical of their age group. A student with an SAS of 132 has a faster rate and higher level of 

development than the typical student in same age group.  

 

Age Stanine and Age Percentile Rank 

Stanines scores  are groupings of percentile ranks. A percentile rank indicates the percentage of same aged students 

whose scores fall below the score obtained by a particular student. For example, a percentile rank of 60 means that 60 

percent of students in that age group scored below a particular student.  

 

Comparison of Stanines and Percentile Ranks 

Stanine Percentile  Description 

9 96-99 Very High 

7-8 77-95 Above Average 

4-6 23-76 Average 

2-3 4-22 Below Average 

1 1-3 Very Low 

 

What Do These Scores Mean? 

The profile of these abilities helps teachers better understand how different students learn best. Data from this 

assessment will be included as one aspect of the multiple measures which help staff make decisions regarding 

instructional needs. If you have any additional questions, please contact your building GT representative:  

 

Brookfield Elementary - Dawn Hipp      Burleigh Elementary - Katie Kass 

Dixon Elementary - Pat Glubka        Swanson Elementary - Shyla Calhoun 

Tonawanda Elementary - Kristin Olson      Pilgrim Park Middle - Deb Moore 

Wisconsin Hills Middle - Emily Pratt 

Sincerely,  

 

Rae McClain, PhD 

District GT/Talent Development Coordinator, K-8 


