
Wisconsin Hills Middle School 
Frequently Asked Questions by Students and Parents 

 
                                                          Question Answer 

Bus, Parent Pick Up & Drop Off 
 

 

What do I need to do if I want my friend 
to come home with me on my bus after 
school? 

BOTH of you need to bring a note, signed by your 
parent/legal guardian, giving their permission to the 
attendance secretary first thing in the morning.  All notes need 
to include first and last name of the student. 

What if one of us forgets our bus notes? 
Can you call my parent/guardian? 

The office will only take a note. The student can call a 
parent/guardian from the telephone in the office to see if a 
note can be emailed or faxed to the office with a parent 
signature. 

What if I want to bring more than one 
friend home with me on the bus? 

You’re allowed to bring up to 2 people home with you on the 
bus. If you want to bring more than 2, your parent has to call 
First Student Bus Company (262-797-7680) to get permission. 
If the bus company says yes, all students still need the 
required notes signed by parent/guardian. 

Is it ever okay for my friends and me to 
walk to Kopp’s or McDonald’s after 
school or after a school activity? 

No. Students are not allowed to walk directly from the school 
to a fast food restaurant without parental supervision. 

What time in the morning can my parents 
drop me off at school? 

Students can be dropped off outside the cafeteria doors 
starting at 6:45 A.M. in the morning.  Breakfast items are 
available for purchase before school. 

 What are the student drop off and pick up 
procedures? 

All student drop off and pick ups are done via the side of the 
building outside the cafeteria doors. To ensure safety of all 
and efficient flow of cars through the lot, we ask that parents 
utilize only the inside lane designated for drop off and pick 
ups. Please do not drop students off in front of the building 
as that slows down traffic flow. 



 
Parents can choose to park and wait for their child at pick up 
time. We ask that you wait in your car and not in the front 
corridor of the building.  At dismissal, you should walk 
across and meet your child outside the front doors and walk 
them to your car. This will ensure better student flow exiting 
the building and student safety in our parking lot. 

Main Office & Student Assistance 
 What do I do if I forgot something at 

home? 
You can call your parent/guardian using the telephone in the 
front office. Please don’t call your parents with your cell 
phone or classroom phone otherwise the front office will not 
know why or what things are being dropped off. Remember, 
the office can’t call into a classroom during the school day to 
notify you. You will need to stop in the front office to check if 
your item(s) has been delivered. 

 Why does the office call students to the 
office? 

Every morning parents drop off musical instruments, 
homework, lunches, or other items for students. The names are 
put on a call down list and read in the cafeteria at each grade 
level’s lunch. It’s very important that you listen for your name 
to see why you were called. 

 What do I do if I have to leave school 
early for an appointment? 

Bring a note from your parent/guardian to the attendance 
secretary in the front office first thing in the morning. The 
note should say why you are leaving early and what time. You 
will be issued a pass for you to leave class five minutes before 
you are to be picked up. You then will come to the front office 
to meet your parent/guardian. 

 What do I do if my appointment is 
finished and I’m coming back to school? 

When you return to school, stop by the attendance secretary 
and check in.  You will be issued a pass to go to your class. 

 What can I find in the Main Office? Our principal, Mrs. Lisa Rettler, and our Associate Principal, 
Mrs. McDonald, are both located here. The attendance, 
student services (school counselors, social worker, school 
psychologist), and health offices are all located here, as well.  



 What services does the attendance area of 
the office provide? 

Parents can report absences by calling in, send in a note to 
release students (for an appointment, early departure/late to 
school), broadcast daily announcements, obtain bus 
Information (schedules are emailed to parents late in 
summer), obtain bus passes for friends to ride home, get help 
with lock/locker problems, a place to drop off materials to 
get to child during the day, and learn about volunteer 
opportunities. 

 Who is my school counselor? Each counselor loops with her student cohort. In 2016-17, 
counselor assignments will be as follows: 

● 6th Grade - Mrs. Janet Holt (Class of 2023) 
● 7th Grade - Mrs. Margo Blomquist (Class of 2022) 
● 8th Grade - Ms. Heather Lemke (Class of 2021) 

Counselors support students, families, and staff in students’ 
pursuit of academics, social/emotional learning, and 
academic and career planning through classroom and 
whole-school lessons, small groups, and individual meetings 
with students. 

 Who do parents contact for homework 
when a student is out of school? 

Homework requests for students absent two or more days 
may be called into the attendance office at 262-780-8083 by 
8:00 a.m.  

 What happens if a student is ill or injured 
during the day? 

Our health room is located in the main office, and staffed all 
day by a health room assistant and nurse. Students report 
here when ill or when injury occurs during the school day. 
Parents also contact the health room when they have a 
medical excuse for P.E. or accommodations for health, 
including medication, crutches, wheelchairs, allergies, etc. 
Parents pick up sick students from the health room, as well. 

 When can students access the Library? The library is open before school at 6:45 and during the 
lunch hour. The library closes at 2:45 P.M. 

Student Life 



 

What time does school start, end, and 
how much passing time? 

Doors are first unlocked at 6:45am for students to wait in the 
cafeteria. 
First bell rings at 7:05am and students are released by grade to 
go to their lockers. 
School starts at 7:18am and ends at 2:31pm (Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday). 
School ends at 1:34pm on Thursdays. 
You will have four minutes in between classes to stop at your 
lockers, use the restroom, etc... 
We will not have bells other than the starting and ending bells, 
so teachers will direct transitions between classes. Please 
watch the clock and be on time! 

 

What are the lunchroom times and 
procedures? 

Lunch is 30 minutes long.  Lunch times: 
● 6th gr. - 11:33 - 12:03 
● 7th gr. - 10:40 - 11:10 
● 8th gr. - 9:47 - 10:17 

Recess and other activities are available during the lunch hour 
for students.  
Some teachers offer help during lunch, too! 
Our cafeteria has daily lunch choices. You can access the 
lunch menu on the district website. 
Some menu items are available every day, such as: pizza, 
hamburgers, chicken sandwiches, and salad. Students can 
purchase other individual items like beverages, yogurt, and 
other snacks. 
Students pay for lunch with cash or with a prepaid account. 



 

What extracurricular activities are there 
for students? 

We offer 3 sports opportunities: cross country, wrestling & 
track and field (7th & 8th only). 
Intramurals take place during the winter months and may 
include: floor hockey, volleyball, ping-pong, dodgeball, 
fitness, dance, and/or yoga. 
Club offerings: Minecraft, Chess, Forensics,Green Team, 
Mock Trial, Fun Friends, Art/Beautification, Ski, variety of 
music options. This is not an exhaustive list, check website for 
all offerings. 
There are four sixth grade socials each year. Sixth grade 
socials are time to hang out and get to know other students on 
a Friday after school. Activities include: video games, movies, 
music and dancing, basketball or ping-pong, and games or 
other fun competitions. 

 Is there an after school program? There is no after school program, but there are many 
extra-curricular opportunities for students that they can learn 
more about by listening to announcements daily or referring 
to the student announcements board in the cafeteria. Parents 
can access this information on our school website. 

Technology Questions 

 

Will I have access to technology during 
the school day? 

All students will be provided with a school issued 
Chromebook to use during the school day. Teachers will 
integrate technology into their classes. 

 Can I bring my cell phone or other 
personal electronic devices to school? 

The district permits use of personal technology devices by 
students in support of teaching and learning. Therefore, you 
are allowed to bring your personal electronic device to school 
but it MUST stay put away until your teacher provides 
permission for you to use your technology in class for an 



instructional activity.   Students are not allowed to be using 
their cell phone during school hours only before or after 
school or with permission.  
Reference Elmbrook School Board Policy 6177  

 What if I use my personal technology 
device during the day without permission 
or authorization? 

It will be taken away by the staff member and given to the 
office where it will be locked in the safe. You can pick it up at 
the end of the day. If you’ve already had it taken away once, 
then your parent/guardian has to pick it up from the office. 
Because of the risk of losing these very expensive items, we 
strongly encourage you to leave these items at home. WHMS 
staff holds no responsibility for lost or stolen items if you 
chose to bring them to school. 

 What if I use District issued technology 
inappropriately or without authorization? 

Misuse or mistreatment of District issued technology will be 
handled as specified in the District Technology Contract.  The 
district utilizes a program that tracks all sites a student 
accesses on a District issued device and has keystroke 
identification.  If a student misuses their device, loss of the 
device or other consequences may be applied. See Elmbrook 
Student Device Use Agreement for more information. 

6th Grade Transition and Academics 

 

Do I always have to have a pass with me? Yes. There are passes on the bottom of each page of your 
assignment notebook. All students should carry their 
assignment notebook or have a pass, signed by their teacher, 
when traveling the halls during class time.  Students may be 
issued detentions or lose the privilege of passing during class 
time if this procedure is not followed. 

 Why do I need a school-issued lock? We use school-issued locks so that everyone in the school uses 
the same kind of locks so that our custodians don’t have to cut 



locks from lockers if the wrong lock is put on a locker or if 
you forget your combination. The front office can look up the 
combination for you. 

 What’s the floor plan like? Where will 
6th graders have classes? 

We have two floors at WHMS.  Sixth grade core and elective 
classes are on the first floor.  Each grade level has their own 
lunch period. 

 How are the 6th grade classes organized? Sixth graders are placed in one of two houses, 6-Alpha or 
6-Beta.  Each house shares students and core teachers, and 
there are four core classes each day (Math, Science, 
Language Arts, and Social Studies). 

 What kinds of classes will 6th graders 
take? 

A description of each course is available in the 2016-17 
Middle School Course Guide. 

 

What should I know about lockers and 
locks? 

Students will receive two locks at summer registration, with 
the same combination. One lock will be for hall locker for 
coat and backpack/school supplies, and the other for P.E. 
Shelves for hall locker are also provided by the school at the 
start of 6th grade. The school stores combinations in front 
office if students forget.  

 How much homework should 6th graders 
expect per night? 

Homework assigned averages 10 minutes per grade level, or 
for 6th graders, 60 minutes a night. 

 How can a 6th grader organize 
himself/herself to manage homework and 
time?  

Parents can support their child’s daily use of the assignment 
notebook by asking to see their child’s daily entries and 
assisting in monitoring their child’s homework completion. 
Sixth grade teachers also facilitate the student’s daily use of 
assignment notebook. 
 

 What is the best way for parents to 
communicate with teachers? 

Home/school communication occurs through, attending 
Parent/Teacher conferences, Email Contact, Phone calls, 
Infinite Campus (to check online assignments and grades), 
and Canvas classes. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ojtbzL5_EXQjd9i5PR8jwC590l8pjGJpezTFFIfNbWg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ojtbzL5_EXQjd9i5PR8jwC590l8pjGJpezTFFIfNbWg/edit


 What electives will 6th graders take in 
middle school? 

There are two periods of electives each day in 6th grade. 
There is a required “Wheel” of Elective Courses where sixth 
graders take a quarter of art (Studio Art), a quarter of 
computers (Computer Exploration), a quarter of technology 
education (Exploring Engineering and Technology), and a 
quarter of family and consumer science (Becoming 
Independent).  In addition, sixth graders are required to take 
Physical Education and music.  Students can choose to take 
Band, Chorus, or Orchestra.  P.E. and music classes run 
every other day, all year long. 

 What will students need to wear to gym 
class? 

Students are required to wear athletic pants, shorts, t-shirt, 
and tennis shoes. If students wear tennis shoes to school, 
they can use them for P.E. class.  

 Will sixth graders shower after gym 
class? 

Students do not shower after gym class.  They simply change 
back into their school clothes after gym.  There is plenty of 
time given for students to change clothes and get to their 
next class on time. 

 When can WHMS students take a foreign 
language? 

Foreign Language is an elective choice that starts in grade 7. 
We offer Spanish, French, German, and Latin. 

 Are these the only things we need to 
know about Wisconsin Hills? 

No. These are just some of the most commonly asked 
questions by students and their parents. There are more 
WHMS and School District procedures and rules that are 
important to know. They are outlined in the Student-Parent 
Handbook.  Make sure you and your parents review it 
together. 

 


